
A few steps ahead!
 
Lightweight construction and surfing are my passions. That’s why I founded Airinside in 1996, and that’s 
why Airinside still exists. However, hollow construction is not easy to produce in series. This is the long 
history of Airinside, which began in 1994 with the first tests. The boards are hollow and are made with 
honeycomb and prepregs. Prepregs are fibers pre-impregnated with epoxy resins that are cured in 
an oven at over 120 °C. Simply and briefly explained, something is taken away from the hollow board 
and compensated for by something of higher quality. The weight advantage is significant for all shape 
variants. If the shapes are long, narrow, and high—i.e., more tubular—the advantage is even greater 
because the ratio of surface area to volume is much better (less surface area, more volume) than with 
flat, wide shapes. Logical and clear.

This idea was attempted long before Airinside. 
But why has nobody yet succeeded in building 
hollow, light, and durable boards? It’s a bit more 
complicated than you might think. Let me give you 
an idea. Here is an excerpt from the program “Der 
helle Kopf von 1995” (a science program on Swiss 
television):  MTW - Helle Köpfe: Surfbrett - Play SRF 
Those were the days!
 
I had little knowledge about anything, but a lot of 
motivation, courage, and conviction! Then the test 
in Maui.

A direct hit: light, strong, three weeks on the water 
every day, but leaking... a problem that kept me 
busy for a long time! 

The boards were first built in my parents’ garage, 
then I rented a factory hall, built a new oven, and set 
everything up more professionally. I built over 100 
slalom boards (125l shape by Günther Lorch) and 
the performance of these boards was outstanding. 

The title in the French “Wind” surf magazine was: 
“simply incredible,” and the board was
incredible—a good two kilos lighter (!) than the 
standard boards at the time. 

https://www.srf.ch/play/tv/mtw/video/helle-koepfe-surfbrett?urn=urn:srf:video:12b9483f-d4c8-4e6d-a209-c0bce7bd4702


And it continued like this. The German “Surfmagazin” stated: “an almost unfair comparison,” “the 
competition is left breathless.”
 
Then the “Wind” surf magazine (France) visited my workshop in Biel/Bienne, and the title read: 
“...a few steps ahead.”







Speaking of Biel/Bienne: Biel/Bienne was practically the “world capital of windsurfing” back in the 
80s/90s, Peter Thommen, Jean Bouldoires, Jaques Deboichet all came from here. And the latest Biel 
creation: Balz Müller!
It all started like a fairy tale and at the same time it was a very rocky and unsteady road. I have been to 
the following destinations with airinside ....

•	 1996 Thailand, part I
•	 1998 China
•	 2000 Thailand, part II
•	 2002 Czech Republic
•	 2008 Tunisia
•	 2012 Ukraine
•	 2021 Thailand, part III

•	 ....and now? A new start in the garage, working with Markus Schüpbach and Luka Jures from Flikka 
since 2022.

Et voilà, here is the new airinside dream team: No. 1 in shape, production and technology!
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